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Mission Statement

Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim is a Sephardic post-high
school yeshivah located in Jerusalem, dedicated to
preparing young men for college, business and life with a
strong foundation in Torah and misvot. Rooted in the rich
traditions of Aram Soba and guided by the timeless
Sephardic values of our ancestors, we strive to cultivate
future leaders- Bnei Torah- who will carry their
experience of living and learning in Eres Yisrael into every
aspect of their lives.
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RABBINICAL STAFF
Rabbi Shimon H. Alouf
Rabbi Edward Benjamin
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Rabbi Yitzchak Mirsky
Rabbi Joseph Salem
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Gitta Neufeld
ADMINISTRATOR
REGISTRAR

Victor Dweck
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING
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DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Ezra S. Ashkenazi, Co-Founder
Isaac S. Chera
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Norman L. Jemal
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Follow us on Instagram
@Moreshet_Yerushalayim

To be added to our mailing list or to update
your address in our system, email
marketing@moreshetyerushalayim.com
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American Friends of Yeshivat
Moreshet Yerushalayim

EIN: 871062751

1385 Broadway, 16th floor
New York, NY 10018



Staff Spotlights

RABBI EDWARD
BENJAMIN

DIRECTOR OF RECRUITMENT &
NIGHT SEDER

Rabbi Edward Benjamin, who has been
involved with Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim
since its inception, graduated from Hillel
Yeshiva High School and attended Yeshivat
Torah Shraga for a year. He then attended and
graduated CUNY with a BA degree in
Philosophy and Jewish Studies while attending
the Sephardic Rabbinical College as a part time
student. While working in Yeshivat Moreshet
Yerushalayim, Rabbi Benjamin is also pursuing
semikha from the Chief Rabbinate in Israel and
has, to date, passed the rabbinic exams on
abelut, nidda, and huppa vkiddushin. He also
holds a master's degree in Jewish Education
from Yeshiva University's Azrieli School of
Jewish Education.

JOSH ABOODY

ELECTIVES

Mr. Josh Aboody was born and raised in
Cleveland, Ohio, before spending two years in
Israel- post high school. Upon his return to
America, he went to Yeshivat Ner Yisrael in
Baltimore followed by law school at the
University of Maryland. An attorney, working
for an investment bank in New York, Mr.
Aboody and his family made aliyah in 2017 and
he has taught Gemara and Jewish Thought in
Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim since 2018.

DR. CHARLES
COHEN

NIGHT SEDER

Dr. Charles Cohen grew up in Brooklyn, New
York, where he attended Magen David
Yeshivah High School. Afterward, he spent a
year studying at Yeshivah Torat Shraga before
continuing his learning for five years in the
Sephardic  Rabbinical  College half-day
program under the guidance of Rabbi Shimon
Alouf and Rabbi Harold Sutton. He went on to
earn a bachelor’s degree in psychology from
Brooklyn College and later received his Doctor
of Optometry (O.D.) from the SUNY College of
Optometry. He started his practice in 2021 and
four years later made aliyah in the summer of
2025, with his wife and three children.

-
All of Rabbi Benjamin’s Shiurim
this year have been graciously
sponsored by

llan & Rini Safdeye




From the Faculty

Spiritual Growth
by Rabbi Harold Sutton

Dear Students,

As you approach the end of your year of
learning in 7N YN, it is truly a time to reflect
back on your tremendous accomplishments as
well as to look forward to your future and to
take what you have learned and infuse it into

your daily lives.

The end of our year coincides with the time
period of Pesah through Shabuot. Both reflect
an interesting relationship  with  ynn.
Throughout the year, ynn (which according to
our Rabbis, represents the physical need in our
lives) is permitted for daily consumption but
prohibited to be brought on the nam,
representing a separation between our physical
lives accommodating our physical needs and
our spiritual lives which seem to mandate an
abstention from the physical world of ynn. This
can create a confusing duality. Yet during
Pessah we abstain from ynn even in our daily
lives. This abstention from ynn is only
temporary. Seven weeks later, on Shabuot, we
are permitted to bring ynn on the altar for the
on7n My offerings, elevating our physicality
into the spiritual, representing the ultimate goal
of the Jewish experience. This can only be
accomplished by first learning to live without
our dependence on yYNN, as only then can we
elevate it into the world of the NanN.

My dear students — you have elected to spend a
year in Israel, focused on learning and spiritual
growth. This included secluding yourself in YN
N, the spiritual center of the world, and
leaving your normal physical pursuits in yIn
YIN7. You have grown tremendously. Now your
challenge as you return to your daily lives is to
transport your spiritual learning into your
physical lives, back in your old surroundings,
thereby familiar

elevating your physical

environment with your recent spiritual growth.

We at Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim are
extremely proud of your growth. We also look
forward to continue to build and develop our
relationship and to be part of your future. What
makes Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim unique
is that we are not just a Yeshivah for a year —
but partners for life.

Rabbi Harold Sutton, born and raised in Brooklyn, received Semikha from Hakham Ovadia Yosef, Hakham Meir
Mazuz and Hakham Shimon Alouf. He earned a degree in Psychology from YU and studied towards a Master's
degree in Judaic studies at NYU. He served as the Rabbi of Bnei Yitzhak, Rosh Yeshivah of Sephardic
Rabbinical College and Rosh Yeshivah of Magen David Yeshivah before making Aliyah and founding Yeshivat
Moreshet Yerushalayim where he currently serves as Rosh Yeshivah.



From the Faculty

Looking Back & Looking Forward
by Rabbi Yehoshua Shani

The school year at the yeshivah is coming to an
end. Another year of Torah, of growth, of
friendship, and of personal and spiritual
development in Jerusalem.

But the truth is, this was not just another year.

This was a year in which the students of the
yeshivah studied Torah in a country at war. A
year in which news from the front lines became
an inseparable part of daily life. A year in which
soldiers went out to battle, families lived with
constant worry, and an entire nation underwent
profound upheaval. And amid all this, the
students continued to grow.

Perhaps that was the point that moved me
most deeply this year: to see young men who
could easily have been swept into fear,
confusion, or indifference, yet instead chose to
deepen their learning, strengthen their faith,
refine their characters, take responsibility, and
connect even more deeply to the Jewish people
and the Land of Israel.

It was specifically through this complex period
that the true strength of this generation was
revealed.

We saw students who prayed differently.
Learned differently. Listened differently.

They asked deeper questions about their
mission, their responsibility, and the meaning of
their lives.

War reveals a person to himself. And this year,
we were privileged to witness many students in
the yeshiva become more mature, more serious,
and more committed to the values by which
they live.

This year, the bet midrash was not
disconnected from reality - it was a response to
reality.

In days when the people of Israel were fighting
for their very existence, Torah took on a more
tangible meaning. Not as theory, but as a life
force. As a source of faith, stability, identity, and
hope.

And within all this storm and upheaval, we
were also privileged to witness great Heavenly
kindnesses. Jerusalem itself was a great teacher
this year.

To study Torah in a city where prophets, kings,
and Jewish warriors walked for thousands of
years - especially during such a historic period -
is an immense privilege. There is something in
the air of Jerusalem that elevates people. It
demands of them to think bigger, deeper, and
more truthfully.

| believe that the students of this year will carry
this experience with them for the rest of their
lives. Not only the lessons and the Talmudic
discussions, but the feeling of what it means to
be a Jew in a generation facing great
challenges. What it means to live a life of
responsibility and not merely comfort. And
what it means to be part of the story of the
Jewish people.

For me personally, this year was also a year of
continuing forward along a path. My beloved
son, Ori Mordechai Shani hy”d, believed with all
his heart in goodness, devotion, and love for the
Jewish people. The phrase he often said - “110N
N¥1' Goodness will prevail” - took on an even
deeper meaning this year. When | see students
choosing to add light, faith, Torah, and
responsibility davka in the midst of war, | feel
that this light continues to shine. This is the true
victory of the people of Israel. Not only to fight -
but to continue building. Not only to survive-
but to grow.

I want to thank the yeshivah staff
wholeheartedly - the rabbis and all the staff
members - for their extraordinary dedication
throughout the year. And a special thank you to
the parents, for your trust and partnership.

And to our dear students: know that this year
shaped you far beyond what you currently
understand. Many years from now, you will
remember not only what you learned this year,
but who you became this year.

We conclude with a prayer that we merit to see
the people of Israel continue to grow through
challenges, through faith, and through unity.

N'721 77V "N TI221 IR N2 D NIN N7
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the
glory of God shines upon you.”

Rabbi Yehoshua Shani, a resident of Kiryat Arba, studied at Yeshivat HaKotel and graduated from the Lifshitz
Teachers’ College. He previously served as principal of the Orot Etzion School in Efrat, and later as principal of
the Reishit Chochma School in Moscow. He also served as Rosh Yeshiva of Barkai Yeshivah in New York. Since

its inception, he has been the Israel Executive Director of Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim.



Recent Highlights

Yom Hazikaron

‘:;\"}? WLTE T
e X

h

In commemoration of Yom Hazikaron, we took part in a meaningful soldier memorial event at Binyanei HaUmah. The following morning,
we joined thousands of Israelis on Mount Herzl Military Cemetery to mourn the lives of those that were lost defending our country. It was
particularly meaningful to be with the families of fallen soldiers and to hear their stories. Several days later, our students returned to Har

Herzl Military Cemetery, where they walked through its many sections, spanning from those who fell in the War of Independence to the

present day. For those who are Kohanim and could not attend, Ezra Dweck taught a shiur on Hilkhot Kohanim.

Yom Haasmaut
Graciously sponsored by
Bobby & Elaine Dweck

To kick off the Yom Haasmaut festivities we went to Merkaz Harav Yeshivah for a special Yom Haasmaut Arbit and dancing followed by
a Seuda and class by Rabbi Tessler’s house! The next morning, we had a special Shahrit followed by a delicious breakfast and uplifting
shiur by Rabbi Edward Benjamin. We then headed over to Gan Saker for our legendary Yom Haasmaut BBQ!




Recent Highlights

Mabrook to Aron Hasbani and Ben Matsas on their siyum of Masekhet Makkot! We were honored to have
Rabbi Moshe Dweck, Rabbi of Eatontown Synagogue in NJ, speak at the siyum.
Siyum & Special Seuda were graciously sponsored by
Aron’s grandparents Perets and Eti Zikry in honor of Aron’s parents Odelia and Ili Hasbani &
Steven & Randi Matsas Nnwa '1'7'V'7 Meir Ben Lina A”H

Yom Yerushalayim
Graciously sponsored by
Joseph Bibi and Family and
Charles Saka and Family

Gl YESHIVAT
MORESHET YERUSHALAYIM
RAYMOND MOSSERI A'H

Jerusalem to the Kotel where we joined thousands of Jews from all over the country. We then walked back to the Yeshivah for Arbit and

a delicious dinner followed by a special class with Rabbi Tessler. He spoke to us about the history of Yerushalayim and what it means to

the Jewish people. We want to give a special shoutout to the Hillel Yeshivah senior boys group who joined us for the shiur and we can’t
wait to officially welcome them next year as students. In the morning, we had a festive Shahrit followed by a special breakfast.




Recent Highlights

At our Rosh Hodesh Sivan breakfast we
heard Dibre Torah from Rabbi Mirsky,
Rabbi Gold and Josh Aboody!
Graciously sponsored by
Jacob Kassin (Class of ‘22)

-
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We recently took a tiyul to the David Stream Water Hike. We had a lot of fun walking up
and down the beautiful mountains of Israel and enjoyed cooling off in the streams!

Tiyul graciously sponsored by Isaac & Eileen Dweck

Mabrook Rabbi Mirsky! A few weeks ago we celebrated the book launch of Rabbi Yitzchak Mirsky’s latest sefer
“Higyone HaParashah” which delves into Parashat Hashabuah. We had a special breakfast with Dibre Torah from
Rabbi Gold, Joseph Cattan, Isaac Dweck and Rabbi Mirsky himself, followed by dancing in our Bet Midrash. What a morning!

Book launch graciously sponsored by Isaac Dweck & Ralph Chattah

Our alumni in Brooklyn were treated to a
special shiur about Sefirat Ha’Omer by our
Rosh Yeshivah, Rabbi Harold Sutton.
Thank you to our hosts Morris (Class of
'22), Lawrence (Class of '23) and Joseph
(Class of '26) Dweck
Shiur dedicated for the Refuah Shelema
of NNNY N2 N2IV & N T2 N2 NN

Yehuda Tawil delivered a shiur for
Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim alumni at
Yeshiva University. He spoke about the
role of mesorah and the authority of the
Hakhamim in shaping halakha.

Lunch and refreshments were graciously
sponsored by Yeshiva University

Isaac Dweck (Class of ‘18) left the US for a
week to return to his seat in our Bet
Midrash. He gave a special shiur where
delicious donuts were served.

Donuts gracously sponsored by
Eddie Dweck (Class of ‘24 & ‘25)




Torat Eres Yisrael

All Torah that is studied at Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim
is in loving memory of Ovadia Buddy Sutton A"H

Everyone has a Purpose
by Aron Hasbani

Perashat Behalotekha teaches wus many
lessons, but one specific lesson is that everyone
has a role in why Hashem put them here. We
see throughout the parasha how jobs and
responsibilities were distributed among so
many different people, and that shows us one
important idea: every person has a specific role
in serving Hashem.

In the beginning of the parasha, in the first
pesukim, we see that the Kohanim were already
appointed to light the Menorah. Later on, they
were also appointed to blow the trumpets for
all of Bnei Yisrael. Then we see the Levi'im, who
were appointed to guard the Mishkan and
assist the Kohanim in Abodat Hamishkan. As
we continue through the parasha, we see
Hashem tell Moshe to gather seventy elders to
help lead Bnei Yisrael. The seventy elders were
now given their own role in Abodat Hashem,
and they also received prophecy from Hashem.

After that, we see Eldad and Medad remain
behind in the camp, where they received their
own prophecy from Hashem. Even though they
were separate from the others, they still had an
important purpose and role. So again, why am |
mentioning all of these different roles and
responsibilities? Because this shows us that
everyone has a role and purpose in why they are
alive. We see from all of these appointed jobs
that every person was chosen for something
specific.

It is clear from the parasha that not everyone is
meant to do the same thing. Every person
serves Hashem in a different way, with different
strengths, talents, and responsibilities. Some
people lead, some help others, some teach, and
some inspire. Yet every role matters. Hashem
wakes us up every day so that we can serve Him
and live a life of Torah and mitzvot. The different
roles in the parasha teach us that every person
is unigue and special. Everyone has a part in this
world and a reason why Hashem put them here.

Aron Hasbani graduated from Hillel Yeshivah High School in 2025 and is currently a student at

Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim.

Partner in Year of Learning Sponsors
Morris Bailey and Family


https://www.moreshetyerushalayim.com/ovadiabuddysutton

Reflections

A Transformative Year
by David Dweck

There is something in the air in Eres Yisrael that
you cannot find anywhere else in the world. I've
been here many times before, but nothing
compares to actually living here. The moment
you step off the plane, you feel it. A warmth, a
pull, a sense that this is exactly where you are
supposed to be. It's something you can only
understand by being here.

The Yeshivah takes us on hikes throughout the
year, and walking through this land with my
own two feet made me understand something |
never could have from just a visit. The land has
a heartbeat. You feel it beneath you, around
you, in the air you breathe. It's unlike anything
I've ever experienced, and | don't think I'll ever
stop being grateful for the year that | had.

Some of my favorite memories are the simplest
ones. Across the street from us is Gan Saker, a
park where we'd play frisbee, go for runs, and
just be together. One night after night seder,
we brought a speaker to the park and started
playing Hebrew music. Everyone was laughing
and having a good time, and | thought: | cannot
believe this is my life right now. That moment is
one | will carry forever.

Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim.

Then there was a morning in Rabbi Gold's
Gemara class, somewhere around Hanukkah.
This year we learned Kiddushin, and | looked
over at my friend, and we just smiled at each
other. We smiled because we both realized how
lucky we are to be learning Torah in Eres Yisrael,
from incredible rabbis. | don't think either of us
could stop smiling for the rest of the day.

| came here as one person and I'm leaving
another. | know that because when | went home
for Pesah, | wanted to continue the habits that |
built in school. That might sound small, but for
me it was everything. This land, this year, these
boys changed me. And no matter where | go
from here, Eres Yisrael will always feel like
home.

David Dweck graduated from Yeshivah Prep High School in 2025 and is currently a student at

Mabrook!

Mabrook to Yvonne Tobias & Elliot Soffer (Class of ‘24) on their marriage!
Mabrook to Merle Kassab & Lawrence Dweck (Class of ‘23) on their marriage!
Mabrook to Sari & Robert Tobias (Class of ‘17) on the birth of a baby boy!



Mishmar @ Moreshet

Mishmar Series 5786 is graciously sponsored in memory of Raymond Mosseri A”"H'7Tn 12 0'nN0
By The Mosseri Family

On April 23", we heard from
Binyamin Steinberg, a Nachal unit
soldier who was injured in the
war. He shared his story and
taught us the true meaning of

resilience.

Mishmar was graciously
sponsored in memory of
Claudine bat Claire A”H

On April 30", Mr. Erol Dusi,
Managing Director & President of
Imangineer Technology Group
(and father of our current student
Joseph Dusi) spoke to us about
the significance of taking
responsibility for our actions.

Mishmar was graciously
sponsored in memory of
Yosef Ben Bahiyeh A”H

By Steven Morano (Class of '25)

On May 7", we heard from
Matthew Salmon, president and
founder of The Bespoke Banker,
who spoke to us about his aliyah
journey and about making sure to
do your hishtadlut for Hashem to

be your parter.

Mishmar was graciously
sponsored by
Kaden & Albert Terzi




Families

As Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim marks its tenth year, “Families” shines a light on parents who have chosen the yeshivah for more than one son.
Their experiences capture the consistency, care and confidence that have defined Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim since its founding.

The Tobias Family

Moreshet Magazine (MM): Thanks for taking
the time to speak with me today.

Tobias Family (TF): Of course, happy to talk
about our experience sending our children to
Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim.

MM: Ok. so the first question | have for you is,
tell me the names of your children that
attended the school and when they went.

TF: Robert Tobias attended the very first year
and then our son Morris went four years later.

MM: How did you hear about the school?

TF: Do you know Robert? He's a very laid back
kid, never speaks up, always Llistens to
everything | say... He came home one day from
school and said, there's this new school opening
up and | want to go to. We said you are not
going to Israel. There is no way. | made it very
clear. And throughout the whole year he just
kept going to the meetings. He kept talking
about it. He has never in his life been so
persistent about something. He kept talking
about it and going to the meetings and pushing
and pushing it. And | remember one night |
knocked on his door. | said, me and dad spoke.
We are not sending you to Israel. He didn't
answer. | said, okay, it's done. The next day |
heard that he signed up, which was very out of
his character. And that's when | realized | said,
okay, this kid really, really wants this, like really
bad.

MM: How did he like the year? Was it a positive
experience?

TF: He liked it very, very much. Through the
school's internship program he worked for a
tech company. It was a half day internship and
half day learning so he went from interning to
learning, which was a great balance. Then there
were nights he got to enjoy. It was the perfect
balance of everything, exactly what we wanted
him to get from his year.

MM: And then you sent Morris.

TF: So Morris is a little more extroverted than
Robert, so | was again hesitant to send in the
beginning. | wanted to make sure he was going
for the right reasons and not just to have a
“year off”. But after a few conversations with
him we realized that it's the right fit for him.
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Families

As Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim marks its tenth year, “Families” shines a light on parents who have chosen the yeshivah for more than one son.
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| remember him telling us that he really saw the
way that Robert came home, a new person, a
different person, more focused, knowing what
he wants in life. And he said that he wanted
that as well so we sent him. And, of course,
there was no question that it was Moreshet or
nothing. He went and really had the best time.
When he went it was actually the COVID year,
so it was a very hard year but it was
phenomenal. Different ways than Robert's year,
but also phenomenal for him.

MM: What do you mean different?

TF: His character, his learning, because it was a
very different year. They couldn't go out as
much. When they got there, they had to
quarantine for 3 weeks. They learned from it. It
made them stronger. Just that alone made such
a big difference. He became more mature, more
independent. Even his relationships with his
friends grew and changed. He connected with
Rabbi Tessler until today - how many years
later? The bond that my son has with the rabbi
is something incredible.

MM: Funny, that was actually my next question-
was there any specific rabbi that your family got
close to?

TF: Rabbi Tessler all the way. We just had him
for lunch this past summer. That's like an
unbreakable bond. He and my son Morris really
love each other and Morris doesn’t attach to
people easily. He's just a very, very good
influence.

MM: How have you seen the school growth
from year one, when you sent Robert, to year
five when you sent Morris?

TF: First of all, in terms of size, it literally grew
in numbers. Robert was one of just a handful of
students that first year. | just love watching the
school get bigger over the years. Nothing
changed in terms of the feel of the place
though, because the one-on-one relationships
with the rabbis are still there. | think Morris just
got the opportunity to meet more people and
meet different people from around the world,
which was very nice.

MM: Did you see a difference between when
your kids went to the school and when they
came back?

TF: Absolutely. They came back with much
more of a direction of what they wanted in life.
They came back much more focused, much
more spiritual, they came home with a love of
learning. They were much more independent.
Exactly what | would have wanted them to get
from their year. Also more religious- each of
them for what worked for them. After leaving
high school, | don't know how much you love
that learning and they came home with a new
love of learning. So that was very nice to see
them keeping that up.

MM: As a parent, what do you love most about
the school?

TF: | love the people that are involved. | love the
direction that they put our children in for life.
They really teach them the code of life. Yeshivat
Moreshet Yerushalayim just continues the same
goals we have as parents, which is very
important to me. No one's redirecting them. No
one's giving them extreme ideas or different
philosophies. It's the same idea. | like that about
the school. We're all on the same page.

MM: For my last question - do you have a
Yeshivat
Yerushalayim team- the rabbis, admin, board

message to the Moreshet
and everyone who's involved- on celebrating
the ten year anniversary of the school?

TF: Keep up the amazing work, and thank you
for shaping our boys and the boys of our
community into successful, well adjusted,
amazing young men that are going to hopefully
be leaders of our community one day. It's
definitely due to the magnificent teachings and
direction of the school.

13



Alumni Spotlight

Consistency and Time Management: Irwin Sutton

by Victor Cohen

Irwin Sutton is someone who uses his time
extremely well. He's married, has a full time job,
plays sports, and still finds places to fit a
sizable amount of Torah into his schedule. He is
a master at figuring out how to make the most
of a day.

Irwin had the chance to develop this skill
throughout his year in Israel, which as he
explains at the end, genuinely changed his
perspective on time. Below, (largely in his own
words!) we will go through why Irwin chose
Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim, what he
learned, some highlights from his year, and
where he is today.

Why Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim:

Irwin explained that there were several factors
that influenced his decision to join Yeshivat
Moreshet Yerushalayim.

“First, | had never been to Israel before, and |
really wanted the opportunity to experience
spending a year there,” he said.

“Second, | was drawn to the outstanding rabbis
and community leaders associated with the
yeshiva, whom | hoped to learn from and build
relationships with.”

“Lastly, | wanted the opportunity to dedicate a
full year to personal growth and Torah learning
without the usual distractions of everyday life. |
believed that this experience would benefit me
in the long term, and looking back, that proved
to be true.”

What He Learned At Yeshivat Moreshet
Yerushalayim:

Irwin stayed busy and kept his schedule packed
with learning throughout the year, even through
any quarantine issues that his year had. “In the
mornings,” he said, “l learned Masekhet
Kiddushin with Rabbi Gold, and in the evenings |
learned with Moshe Alouf, who at the time was
our madrich. Both of them were incredible
teachers and had a major impact on my learning
experience.”

“During the middle of the day,” he said, “I
especially enjoyed learning mussar sefarim such
as Pirke Abot, as well as studying halacha from
Yalkut Yosef. As the year went on, Hersel
Chomali and | became Habrutot and learned
Masekhet Berakhot together. We finished
several perakim together and even continued
learning into the summer after returning from
Israel.”

“I also learned Pirke Abot alongside Victor Terzi
at the same pace so that we would be able to
make a siyum together. In addition, our night
seder group, together with Moshe Alouf,
celebrated a siyum on the perek nmir 0TV
which was another meaningful highlight of the
year.”

Highlights Of His Year:

There were many moments and experiences
that Irwin could point to as important from his
year, ones that stuck with him years after. He
chose two.

First was when he injured his knee during the
basketball league. “The next morning, Rabbi
Tessler went out of his way to take me on many
buses and trains to get to the right doctor as
quickly as possible.”

“What stood out most to me was the genuine
care and effort he put in to help anyone in
discomfort, and it really inspired me to try to
emulate that level of concern for others.”

Another major highlight was Yom Haasmaut,
“when we all went out to Gan Sacher for a big
barbecue, played sports, and spent the day
together. Seeing the entire park filled with
Israeli flags and people celebrating created a
really unique and memorable atmosphere that
made the day especially meaningful.”




Alumni Spotlight

Irwin Sutton Today:

“Right now, my day starts with Rabbi Dana’s
morning shiur. We recently finished Masekhet
Sotah and are currently learning Masekhet
Berakhot, which we learn early in the morning
around 6:45 in West Deal, followed by tefillah
with my father-in-law at 7:30.”

After that, he tries to stay consistent with the
daily Mishnah and Bitahon WhatsApp chats,
which he said helps keep a steady sense of
learning throughout the day.

“Most of my daytime is spent at work, but |
make a real effort to structure my schedule so
that Torah learning is still a consistent part of
my routine.”

“In the evenings, | have different habrutot
throughout the week, which helps me stay
connected to learning even with a busy
schedule.”

To close, here are Irwin’s thoughts about how
Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim changed his
perspective on time.

“The year in Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim
really changed my perspective on how time
should be used.”

“It taught me not to waste time and to prioritize
getting up early, learning daily, and starting the
day with tefillah and Torah. Beyond the
learning itself, | also gained a lot in the area of
middot from the rabbis and madrichim who
influenced me, especially Ezra Dweck and
Moshe Alouf.”

“They really emphasized the importance of
personal growth and character development,
and that this year is meant to be used as a
foundation for becoming a better person, not
just  academically but  spiritually and
emotionally as well. That mindset pushed me to
continue learning mussar sefarim that focus on
building character, such as Mesillat Yesharim,
Shaar HaBitahon (trust and reliance on
Hashem), Pirke Abot, and Iggeret HaRambam,
which emphasizes humility and proper conduct.
Overall, the experience shaped not just my
learning schedule, but the way | view time,
growth, and self-improvement in everyday life.”

¥ Victor Cohen is a student at Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law and graduated from
Baruch College in 2024. He is a graduate of Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim Class of 2022.
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Celebrating 10 years of educating and inspiring the
future leaders of the Sephardic Community.
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	From the Faculty
	Spiritual Growth  by Rabbi Harold Sutton
	by Rabbi Yehoshua Shani

	Recent Highlights
	Yom Hazikaron
	Yom Haasmaut Graciously sponsored by  Bobby & Elaine Dweck


	Recent Highlights
	Yom Yerushalayim Graciously sponsored by  Joseph Bibi and Family and  Charles Saka and Family
	Torat Eres Yisrael
	All Torah that is studied at Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim  is in loving memory of Ovadia Buddy Sutton A"H
	Everyone has a Purpose by Aron Hasbani
	After that, we see Eldad and Medad remain behind in the camp, where they received their own prophecy from Hashem. Even though they were separate from the others, they still had an important purpose and role. So again, why am I mentioning all of these different roles and responsibilities? Because this shows us that everyone has a role and purpose in why they are alive. We see from all of these appointed jobs that every person was chosen for something specific.
	It is clear from the parasha that not everyone is meant to do the same thing. Every person serves Hashem in a different way, with different strengths, talents, and responsibilities. Some people lead, some help others, some teach, and some inspire. Yet every role matters. Hashem wakes us up every day so that we can serve Him and live a life of Torah and mitzvot. The different roles in the parasha teach us that every person is unique and special. Everyone has a part in this world and a reason why Hashem put them here.
	Perashat Behalotekha teaches us many lessons, but one specific lesson is that everyone has a role in why Hashem put them here. We see throughout the parasha how jobs and responsibilities were distributed among so many different people, and that shows us one important idea: every person has a specific role in serving Hashem.
	In the beginning of the parasha, in the first pesukim, we see that the Kohanim were already appointed to light the Menorah. Later on, they were also appointed to blow the trumpets for all of Bnei Yisrael. Then we see the Levi’im, who were appointed to guard the Mishkan and assist the Kohanim in Abodat Hamishkan. As we continue through the parasha, we see Hashem tell Moshe to gather seventy elders to help lead Bnei Yisrael. The seventy elders were now given their own role in Abodat Hashem, and they also received prophecy from Hashem.

	Partner in Year of Learning Sponsors


	Reflections
	A Transformative Year by David Dweck
	There is something in the air in Eres Yisrael that you cannot find anywhere else in the world. I've been here many times before, but nothing compares to actually living here. The moment you step off the plane, you feel it. A warmth, a pull, a sense that this is exactly where you are supposed to be. It's something you can only understand by being here.
	The Yeshivah takes us on hikes throughout the year, and walking through this land with my own two feet made me understand something I never could have from just a visit. The land has a heartbeat. You feel it beneath you, around you, in the air you breathe. It's unlike anything I've ever experienced, and I don't think I'll ever stop being grateful for the year that I had.
	Some of my favorite memories are the simplest ones. Across the street from us is Gan Saker, a park where we'd play frisbee, go for runs, and just be together. One night after night seder, we brought a speaker to the park and started playing Hebrew music. Everyone was laughing and having a good time, and I thought: I cannot believe this is my life right now. That moment is one I will carry forever.
	Then there was a morning in Rabbi Gold's Gemara class, somewhere around Hanukkah. This year we learned Kiddushin, and I looked over at my friend, and we just smiled at each other. We smiled because we both realized how lucky we are to be learning Torah in Eres Yisrael, from incredible rabbis. I don't think either of us could stop smiling for the rest of the day.
	I came here as one person and I'm leaving another. I know that because when I went home for Pesah, I wanted to continue the habits that I built in school. That might sound small, but for me it was everything. This land, this year, these boys changed me. And no matter where I go from here, Eres Yisrael will always feel like home.
	Mabrook!
	Mabrook to Yvonne Tobias & Elliot Soffer (Class of ‘24) on their marriage! Mabrook to Merle Kassab & Lawrence Dweck (Class of ‘23) on their marriage! Mabrook to Sari & Robert Tobias (Class of ‘17) on the birth of a baby boy!


	Mishmar @ Moreshet
	Mishmar was graciously sponsored in memory of  Claudine bat Claire A”H
	Mishmar was graciously sponsored in memory of  Yosef Ben Bahiyeh A”H  By Steven Morano (Class of ’25)
	Mishmar was graciously sponsored by  Kaden & Albert Terzi
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	The Tobias Family

	Families
	Alumni Spotlight
	Consistency and Time Management: Irwin Sutton by Victor Cohen
	Why Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim:
	What He Learned At Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim:
	Alumni Spotlight
	Irwin Sutton Today:
	“Right now, my day starts with Rabbi Dana’s morning shiur. We recently finished Masekhet Sotah and are currently learning Masekhet Berakhot, which we learn early in the morning around 6:45 in West Deal, followed by tefillah with my father-in-law at 7:30.”
	After that, he tries to stay consistent with the daily Mishnah and Bitahon WhatsApp chats, which he said helps keep a steady sense of learning throughout the day.
	“Most of my daytime is spent at work, but I make a real effort to structure my schedule so that Torah learning is still a consistent part of my routine.”
	“In the evenings, I have different habrutot throughout the week, which helps me stay connected to learning even with a busy schedule.”
	To close, here are Irwin’s thoughts about how Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim changed his perspective on time.
	“The year in Yeshivat Moreshet Yerushalayim really changed my perspective on how time should be used.”
	“It taught me not to waste time and to prioritize getting up early, learning daily, and starting the day with tefillah and Torah. Beyond the learning itself, I also gained a lot in the area of middot from the rabbis and madrichim who influenced me, especially Ezra Dweck and Moshe Alouf.”
	“They really emphasized the importance of personal growth and character development, and that this year is meant to be used as a foundation for becoming a better person, not just academically but spiritually and emotionally as well. That mindset pushed me to continue learning mussar sefarim that focus on building character, such as Mesillat Yesharim, Shaar HaBitahon (trust and reliance on Hashem), Pirke Abot, and Iggeret HaRambam, which emphasizes humility and proper conduct. Overall, the experience shaped not just my learning schedule, but the way I view time, growth, and self-improvement in everyday life.”
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